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A BRIEF VINDICATION 
a o - 


The 'DIVINITY of CHRIST, 


* 


\ ; | 4 FG | 


| A TRINITY in UNITY; 
. ; Denied i in the Rev. Mr. Frenp's 
Abpnkss to the Crrizxxs of CanTerauRy: 


= GEORGE TOWNSEND, 
8 „ Rams GATE . 


That all men ſhould honour the Son, EVEN as they honour 1. 
_ Father, He that honoureth not the Son, honoureth not the 
"Father which bath Jent bim. 0 ng 53. 
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5 CANTERBURY: 
q "PRINTED AND SOLD BY SIMMONS AND KIRKBY. 


Sold alſo by * Ramſgate; Hall, Margate ; and all | 
he Bookſellers in Kent. 
Matthews, d Pitcher, No. 4 Barbican, London; 
_ che Rev. John Towaſend, Rotherhithe, 


r M DCC LRXXVIII. 


* 


T o 
The Inhabitants of CANTERBURY and its 


Neighbourhood, with thoſe of for ISLE or 
_ Tranzr, 


BazTHREN, 


San Addreſs, agnes Wi lliam W 
hath been diſſeminated among you, 


containing an exhortation to turn 
from the worſhip of the triune God, as if 
the divine nature of Jeſus was an impo- 
fition, and you guilty of blaſphemy and 
idolatry in the worſhip of the ſame; as 
it contains an expreſs denial of what the 
apoltle inſiſts upon as a truth, that There 
4 are Three that bear record in heaven, 
ant A 2 „ the 


E 

« the Father, the Word, and the Spirit; 
cc « and theſe Three are One.” 1 John v, 7. 
As the aforeſaid Addreſs carries a flat de- 
nial of what St. Paul aſſerted, Rom. ix, 5, 
that © Chriſt i God over all bleſſed for ever, 
to which the apoſtle ſets his Amen, permit 
me to ſelect a few Scriptures, and to pre- 
ſent them to you, as a brief ſummary of 
arguments to ſupport the doctrines contro- 
verted in that Addreſs, and rejected by 
many as unſcriptural. This ſelection of 
Scriptures, in defence of the Divinity of 
Jeſus Chriſt, and a Trinity in Unity, I re- 
commend to your ſerious peruſal and cloſe 
inveſtigation. That you may, as the apoſtle 
ſays, compare ſpiritual things with ſpiritu- 
al; one text with another, and the Old with 
the New Teſtament ; as no Scripture is of 
any private interpretation, but to be ex- 
plained agreeable to the tenor of the whole. 
1 hope this ſummary will help your medi- 
tation upon a ſubject, inpartzek and di- 

vine. 
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vine. Which hath been received, believed 
and gloried in, by the martyrs for God, 
and the beſt of men in every age, who have 
lived and died in the conſolation of that 
great truth, That Chriſt as God was mani- 
feſt in the fleſb, to put away ſin by the ſa- 
crifice of himſelf. 1 Tim. iii, 16. Heb. ix, 
26. And as we ſhall obſerve, in its proper 
place, he was not the ſacrifice conſidered 
as God, but as being divine ſtampt an eter- 
nal value, efficacy and dignity upon the 
ſufferings of his human nature. The diſ- 
putations upon theſe doctrines, have in 
general been long and ſometimes tedious. 
The price of books have exceeded the cir- 
cumſtances of many readers; and others 
have no inclination to attend to a long 
chain of arguments. I thought it needful, 
therefore, on the preſent occaſion, to make 
choice of a few Scriptures, and to preſent 
them to you as a ſummary or compendium 
of what might be much enlarged upon. 
Your 


| (4) 
| Your recollection, I hope, will be refreſhed, 
and your underſtandings, inſtead of being 
darkened, or your fouls endangered, by the 
doctrines of the late Addreſs, will by this, 
be made ſtrong in the belief of thoſe Scrip- 
tures, which exhibit the truth as it is in 
Jeſus : or. in other words, which deſcribe 
him as a juſt God and Saviour. 
I cannot think it any intruſion thus to 
addreſs you, when it is conſidered, that 
every publication is an appeal to the tri- 
bunal 'of the public: and the appeal of 
W. F. I view as pregnant with a long train 
of evils, ſuch which are of the moſt per- 
nicious kind. Iam willing, chearfully, to 
| abide the cenſure of thoſe, who hold the 
| doctrines oppoſed by this teſtimony for truth, 
I view the denial of the Godhead of Chriſt, 
| as an error fatal to the peace of the church 
| of God : and the reproach of ſuch who op- 
poſe his divinity | which they caſt upon the 
ö | Trinitarians pretty plentifully in this day, 
11; | calling 


( wm) 
calling them fuper/tztious, enthuſiaſtic, &. I 
regard as little leſs than the honour Feſtus: 
conferred upon Paul, when he ſaid, © Thou. 
« art beſide thyſelf,” &c. His expreſſion 
ſprang from ignorance of truth, God, and 
his grace. Hence believers ſay with Paul, 
They count all things but droſs, for the 
excellency of the knowledge of Jeſus Chriſt 
their Lord. Phil. iii, 8. They can take 
pleaſure in reproaches for his ſake. Bre- 
thren, attend to truth then, be not carried 
away by the vain reaſoning of men, who 
are enemies to him, whom Chriſtians in all 
ages have delighted to call, what Thomas 
did, when he ſaid in faith, My Lord and my 
God. He is their God, ever preſent to help, 
comfort and deliver them. May this teſti- 
mony for truth, be a mean to eſtabliſh, 
ſtrengthen and ſettle you in the ſame, till 
you enter the portals of endleſs glory, and 


aſcribe eternal honours to THE ONLY WISE 
| | Gon 


Cp _ * 


Gop oux Saviour (Jude 25), which is 


the prayer of your ſervant, for CnxIsT'sSC 
ſake, 


GEO. TOWNSEND. 


RaMsGATE, 
November 12, 1788, 


A TzsTinoxy for Tautn, &c. 


' IS . | 
—— — mmm——— 
N | _—_ | 


is = 
= #4 F p XY 


W EN iniquity abounds, and the love 


of many to the truth waxes cold. 
When infidelity, in a total rejection 
of revelation, abounds on one hand, and hereſy, 
in a fatal corruption of the great doctrines of 
Chriſtianity, increaſes on the other. When men 
of error are forward to:declare things repugnant 
to Scriptute, and deſtructive to the ſouls of 
men. When deceivers wax worſe and worſe, 
and are bringing in hereſies, denying the divine 
nature of Hin who laid down his life for his 
Church. When ſuch is the ſtate of things, and 
ſuch they are in the preſent day; it becomes the 
votaries of truth, and ſervants of him who is 
Gop over all bleſſed for ever, to enter their 
caveat againit errors ſo deſtructive and fatal. 
And fince infidels and corrupters of truth are 
bold to declare their ſentiments and pernicious 


doctrines, the worſhippers of the triune God 
2 101 | B ought 
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ought not, and I truſt are not aſhamed to de- 
clare their creed, and to teſtify their belief in 
the Father, the Word, and the Spirit, and that 
theſe Three are One in eſſence. In the belief of 
this truth, and with a view to the further ex- 
tention of the ſame; to countermine the bane- 
ful doctrine contained in a late Addreſs, ſigned 
William Frend: the author of the ſubſequent 
pages, from the peruſal of that publication, 
thought his teſtimonial to divine truths not un- 
neceſſary. In order to rouſe the abilities of 
wiſer heads and ' abler hands, to vindicate the 
glorious divinity of Ixsus Tae Saviour, Which 
vindication needs little further the help of man, 
than the ſuitable ſelection of innumerable texts 
or paſſages from that grand repoſitory of intelli- 


gence, the volume of Revelation: and theſe ar- 


ranged in order, with a brief paraphraſe, pointing 
out their connection, luſtre, and beauty. My 
deſign is to bear a teſtimony for truth, and this 
by ſelecting a few out of the many paſſages of 
Scripture, which might be brought to eſtabliſh 
the Divinity of Chriſt, I intended only to indite 


matter to the extent of Mr. Frend's Addreſs, the 


errors of which, I truſt, will evidently appear 
upon the due conſideration of the Scriptures 
cited in the following pages. My wiſh was to 
make the antidote as cheap as the poiſon, and 

thus 


E 
thus by making that caſy which contained the 
remedy, its extenſion might be great; and J hope 
its ſalutary effect will be, ſtability in truth. So 
that men may not be carried about by every 
wind of doctrine, by novelties, or by ancient 
hereſies, modernized with the high poliſn of car- 
nal reaſon and human plauſibility *. == 

Like David, I would now take my ling and 
throw a ſtone at that great Goliah, the Arian 
and Socinian hereſy. If any ſhould ſay as Eliab 
did to David, Why cameſt thou down to the 
battle, 'or why haſt thou drawn the ſword, or 
taken the pen? with him I anſwer, Is there not a 
cauſe? And my prayer to God is, that his peo- 
ple may be ſaved from the errors of the day, 
and that truth may as effectually prevail to the 
rooting out the hereſy mentioned, as the ſtone 
from the ſling brought Goliah to the ground. 

I proceed to follow the method of inquiry 
which Mr. Frend has in his Addreſs, to con- 
ſider the ſcripture view firſt of Chriſt, ſecondly 
of the Holy Ghoſt, and thirdly of the Trinity : 
that terrible doctrine according to W. F. that 
it is enn to worſhip the triune God. I 


19 | han Rudied e as mock. 2 as 2 : copious ſabje& | 
would admit; and though the antidote is alittle more 

than the poiſon, | the cure is am more than the dif- 
ference. | - 
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hope his mind will not be ſo alarmed, or his 
ſenſibility ſo keenly affected, when he con- cone 
Gders and reconſiders the weight of the Scrip- 
tures produced in this brief vindication of the 
Divinity of the n „ and of a Trinity 
in Unity; + 

1. I ſhall inquire in the Grit place what. the 
Sacred Oracles ſay of the Godhead of Chriſt. 

. Firſt, the Fatber's. teſtimony, Geneſis i, 26, 
whore he ſays, Let «us. make man after our own. 
image, ver. 27, God created mon; how parallel 
to this is John i, 4-3. In the beginning was 
the Word, and the Word was with God, and 
the Word was God : all things were mate by 
him, and without him was not any thing made 
that was made. So Gen. iii, 22. The Lord ſaid, 
the man is become as one of uc, and chap. xi, 7, 
Let «s go down, &c. It appears then that 


Chriſt was with the Father, that he created the 


world, and emphatically is God. This is con- 
firmed Pſalm xlv, 6, and Heb, i, 8, the Father 
fays, thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever. 
Therefore, ver, 6, let all the angels of God 


worſhip him. Pfalm cx, 1, the Father again 


calls his Son Lord, the Lord ſaid unto my Lord. 
Zach. xlji, 5, Awake O ſword againſt my ſhep- 
herd, agaiolt the wan that is my felfow, (or 


_— in power and glory) faith the Lord of 
hoſts, 


. 
boſts. Smite the ſhepherd, 8&c. This Serip« 
ture proves the humanity and divinity of Chriſt, 
As to the former, that he became man, to obey, 
ſuffer, and die; was ſmitten by the ſword of 
puſtice, and died the juſt for the unjuſt. As to 
the latter, that he is equal with his Father, and 
as being divine, ſtampt an eternal dignity and 
efficacy upon all he did, by his obedience in 
life, or ſufferings in death. Hence his righte: 
ouſneſs is called the righteouſneſs of God, and 
his blood the blood of God. Rom, i, 17. Ac 
xx, 28, Our Lord in Matt, xxvi, 31, after he 
had appointed the ſacred ordinance of his ſup- 
per, ſaid, Ye ſhall. all be offended; becauſe of 
me this night; ſor it is written, I will ſmite the 
ſhepherd, and the fheep ſhall be ſcattered : thus 
it is very clear that the Father ſpeaks of Chriſt 
in Zachariah xiii, 7. And this was the Scrip- 
ture our Lord alluded to when he ſaid, It ia 
written. Beſide, the Pſalmiſt, xxiii, 1, ſays, 
The Lord, i. e. Jehovah, is my ſhepherd. Says 
Chriſt, John x, 11, I am the good ſhepherd, 
and lay down my life for the ſheep, i. e. his 
church. To confirm the declaration of the Fa- 
ther, that Chriſt is his equal, and that he is Lord 
of Hoſts, turn to Iſaiah viii, 13, 14. SanRify 
the Lord of hoſts, and let him be your fear and 
mor dread. And he ſhall be for a ſanctuary, 


for 
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for a ſtone of ſtumbling, and rock of offence. 
This is ſuitable to Pſalm cexviii, 22. Matt. xxi, 
42. 1 Pet. ii, 7, 8. Did not the Jews ſtumble 
at his divinity, when they ſtoned him for mak- 
ing himſelf equal with God? and they ſtumbled. 
at his humiliation, '&c. So the preaching the 
fame doctrines, in pointing out his divinity— 
Eroſs—righteouſneſs—blood, and ſalvation, are 
fooliſhneſs to the Greeks as well as to the Jews; 
in all ages, and in the preſent day in a particu- 
lar manner, it hath been; is, and will be the caſe, 
for the natural man (i. e. unregenerate) diſ- 
cerneth not the things of the Spirit, they are 
fooliſhneſs to him, becauſe they are ſpiritually 
diſcerned. 1 Cor. ii, 14. But if there is a doubt 
upon the Reader's mind, of Chriſt's equality with 
the Father, look to Phil. ii, 6, where the apoſtle 
fays, Chriſt being in the form of God, thought 
it no robbery to be equal with God. How then 
can Mr. Frend, in expreſs contradiction to 
Scripture, (and common ſenſe, as to the letter 
of the word) aſſert that Jeſus Chriſt is not God? 
Is this a ſhocking ſuppoſition; as hinted by that 
gentleman? Is the expreſs declaration of Scrip- 
ture, even of God himſelf, contrary to common 
ſenſe ? Surely we may ſay of ſuch, who are aw- 


fully denying truth, Eyes they have, but ſee 


not; cars, but hear not; hearts, but underſtand 
not! 


Lo] 

not! Arius and. Socinus, with their numerous 
adherents, cry with alarm, What Jeſus Chriſt 
a man, and yet equal with God? How can the 
human nature be joined to the divine? Attend 
to the truth (revealed) for an anſwer: and if the 
Scripture proves the godhead of Chriſt, and its 
union with the human nature, let us bow to its 
authority, and ſay with Paul, without contro- 
verſy, Great is the myſtery of godlineſs. God was 
manifeſt in the fleſn. 1 Tim. iii, 16. The Word 
was made fleſh, and dwelt among us. John i, 
14. What Word? Chriſt mentioned, verſe 1, 
Who was with God, and who was God. The 
apoſtle delighted in aſſerting, Coll. ii, 9, that 
in Chriſt dwelleth all the fulneſs of the godbead 
bodily. In the gth chap. to the Romans, and 
5th verſe, he declares what is inconteſtible, that 
Chriſt is God over all bleſſed for ever. And it 
it was not on account of the great darkneſs 
which envelops the underſtandings of men, we 
might here leave the ſubject, and ſay, the Scrip- 
tures, quoted as evidences, eſtabliſh the truth of 
Chriſt's divinity beyond controverſy!!! But to 
remove the miſts. of error, let us ſtill proceed 
to a freſh ſelection of texts, or draw a few more 
arrows from the quiver of truth. Matr, i, 23, 
he is ſaid to be Emmanuel, God with us. 
The 21ſt verſe proves Jeſus to be the Saviour, 


+ 
> „ 


The only wiſe God our Saviour. And 1 John, 


18 ] 
and in this text he is {aid to be God. How 
conſonant to Tfaiah xlv, 21, a juſt God and a 
Saviour. Ver. 22, Look unto me, and be ye ſaved 
all ye ends of the earth: for Tam God, and beſide 
me there is none elfe. Ver. '25, In the Lord ſhall 
all the ſeed of Iſrael be ja/tjed; Acts xvi, 3t, 
Behr ve on the Lord Jeſus and thou ſhalt be ſaved, 
Heb. xii, 2, Looking unto Jeſus, the author and 
Aniſher of faith. Reader, compare theſe paſſa- 
ges. Iſaiah xliii, 3, For I am the Lord thy God, 
che holy one of Iſrael, thy Saviour, Ver. x1, 
Even I am the Lord; and beſides me there is 
no Saviour. Ver. 15, The creator of Iſrael, 
your king. Hoſea xiii, 4, 14. Iſaiah xlv, 15, © 
Godof Ifrael, the Saviour. John iv, 42, Chrift 
the Saviour of the world. 1 Tim. iv, 10, We 
truſt in the living God, who is the Saviour of all 
men. Titus i, 3, God our Saviour. Ver. 4, 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt our Saviour. Chap. ii, 10, 
Adora the doctrine of God our Saviour. Ver. 
13 compared with Phil. ti, 20, 21, the Greek 
conjunction ««- may be tranſlated. even God our 
Saviour ꝰ, therefore Chriſt is ſaid to poſſeſs al- 
mighty power, able to ſubdue all things unto 
himſelf. Agreeable to this is Jude, 25th verſe, 


v, 20, This is the true God and eternal life. 


Parkhurſt's Lexicon, under KAI, 3d acceptation. : 


He 


1 

He is Jehovah our righteouſneſs. Jeremiah xxlii, 
6. Compare Iſaiah xl, 3, 5, 9, 10, with Matt. 
iii, 3. Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make a 
highway for our God. Who was this? but 
Jeſus Chriſt, according to Malachi iii, 1. The 
Lord, f. e. Jehovah, whom ye ſeek, ſhall ſud 
denly come to his temple. John the Baptiſt 
was his harbinger, to prepare a people for him. 
Again, Tfaiah liv, 5, Thy maker is thy huſband, 
the Lord of Hoſts is his name. Chriſt is the 
bridegroom of his church. Matt. ix, 15. xxv, 
1. Rev. xxi, 2, 9. 

Secondly, let us enquire into Chriſt's teſtimony, 
John x, go, I and my Father are one. Not in per. 
ſon, nor meerly in will of purpoſe; bur in effence, 
nature, and perfections; particularly power; as 
a learned writer obſerves, Chriſt was proving 
the greatneſs of his power and his equality with 
his Father. The Jews thought him, as many 
do now, guilty of blaſphemy, and took up ſtones 
to ſtone him. And yet ſome aſſert, the notion 
of Chriſt's divinity never entered the minds of 
the Jews, or the diſciples of Jeſus ; that it was 
the invention of after- ages, particularly the 
church of Rome. How blind are ſome men, 
though they profeſs to be maſters in Iſrael! I 
believe there are men in the Britiſh empire, who 
| t themſelves Chriſtians, that are as much at 
C enmity 


Co) 
enmity againſt the divinity of Chriſt as ever the 


Jews were. Aſk that celebrated champion of 
Socinianiſm Dr, Prieſtley, whether he hath not 


as much enmity againſt Chriſt's godhead, as his 


Jew competitor David Levi? His writings evince 
that his anſwer would be in the affirmative! But 
to the argument, Though the Reader will ac- 
knowledge, I could not help making alittle di- 
greſſion in viewing a parallel between the oppo- 
fition of ancient and modern enemies to the 
divinity. of Chriſt. When Philip ſaid, Lord 
ſhew us the Father: the anſwer of Jeſus was, 
He that hath ſeen me hath ſeen the Fatber. Be- 
lieveſt thou not that I am in the Father, and the 
Father in me. Says Thomas, John xx, 28, My 
Lord and my God. The adverſaries to Chriſt's 

divinity. ſay, this was only an exclamation in 
Thomas, without meaning what he ſaid. How 
ho:rid their ſuppoſition! It makes Thomas pro- 
phane, or guilty of blaſphemy; and our glorious 
Redeemer equally guilty, 1 in not reproving him, 
But admitting what is the fact, that Thomas 
viewed Chrift as the Scriptures reveal him, as 
God over all bleſſed for ever, Rom. ix, 5, the 
truth of the text ſhines with beauty and luſtre, 
Thomas worſhipped, and Chriſt was the object 
of it. Chriſt ' was to Thomas both Lord and 
God. Doth, the -prophet Iſaiah? ix, 6, ſay, 
Unto 


N 

Unto us a child is born, unto us a ſon is given: 
and the government ſhall be upon his ſhoulder : 
and his name ſhall be called, Wonderful, Coun- 
ſeller, The mighty God, Theeverlaſting Father, 
and The Prince of Peace. Chrift confirms the 
truth of it, Rev. i, 8, I am Alpha and Omega, 
the beginning and the ending, ſaith the Lord “, 
which was, which is, and which is to come, 
the Almighty! !! Shall the Lord thus declare 
himſelf almighty, and men call it horrid doc. 
trine? May ſuch be abaſhed before him, lamene 
their ſin, and cry for mercy before it is for ever 
too late. May they ſeek the Lord while he is 
to be found, and call upon him while he is near, 
teft ſuddenly he come and deſtroy, when none 
can deliver. 

Thirdly, we ſhall ſelect a few Seren, to 
prove that divine attributes or perfections are 
aſcribed to Chiſt, or ſnew, | 

1. That he is omnipotent, Phil. iii, 21, Able 
to ſubdue all things to himſelf. John , 21, 
For as the Father quickeneth whom he will, fo 
the Son quickeneth whom he will. He re- 


% \ 


Ber Kypiog, ſays Parkhurſt in his Greek Lexicon, moſt uſu- 
ally correſponds to 17170 Jehovah; and in this ſenſe is 
applied eſſentially to the bleſſed Trinity, or perſonally 
to one or either of the Divine Perſons, 
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buked hs wind and waves, and they. were ſtill, 
Matt. vin, 26. Who but God hath theſe at his 
controul ? Pſalm Ixv, 7. Nahum i, 4. He re- 
5 buketh the ſea. Pſalm cxxxv, 7. 
'* 2. He is ſelf-exiſtent; Before Abraham was 
W Iam. John viii, 5. Exod, iii, 14. 
"oh 3- Eternal; The ruler of [ſrae}, whoſe goings 
| . forth are of old, from everlaſting. Mich v, 2. 
T he margin reads, From the days of eternity. 
Matt. ii, 6, expounds this text as applicable to 
Chriſt. Rev. i, 8, proves him almighty, of 
eourſe the eternal God, Theſe accord with John 
1, 1, and Rev. i, 11, 17, as the firſt and the laſt. 
4. He is immutable. Malachi in, 6. Heb. 
i, 12. xili, 8, The ſame 2 n. and 
for ever. 
5. Omnipreſent. Pſalm cxxxix, 7, 8. Matt. 
xviii, 20, Where two or three are met in my 
name, there am I in the midſt. How could he 
be preſent with his people in the different parts 
of the world at the ſame lime, unleſs omnipre- 
ſent ? and if he is omnipreſeat, he muſt be God. 
So chap. xxviii, 20, I am with you always, even 
unto the end of the world, i. e. in all , to 
the end of time. 
6. Omniſeient. John i; 24,25, He knew 
all men: and needed not that any ſhould teſtify 
of man: for he knew what was in man, Matt. 
xii, 
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xii, 25, Jeſus knew their thoughts! John xxi, 
17, Thou knaweſt all things. Thou &knoweſt 
that I love thee. The ſecrets of the heart can 
only be known by God: to Jeſus they are all 
known, therefore he is God. Jeremiah xvii, 10. 
Rev. ii, 23, I am he which ſearcheth the reins 
and hearts: and I will give to every one accord- 
ing to his works. Jude 25, Theonly wiſe God. 
Coll, ii, 3, In him are hid all the treaſures of 
wiſdom and knowledge, 

7, Goodneſs, Love, and Mercy, are attri- 
buted to him. 1 John iv, 8, God is love. 
Hereby .perceive we the love of God, becauſe 
be laid down his life for us. 1 John iii, 16, 
He loved his church, and gave himſelf for it. 
Epheſ. v, 25, Feed the church which God hath 
purchaſed with his own blood. Acts xx, 28, 
What church ? the church of God. Reader, 
pauſe on this great truth, Jeſus being God over 
all, bought with his own blood his church, and 
obtained the redemption of his people from hell 
and ruin, or his blood was the price of their 
releaſe. 1 Cor. vi, 20. We do not attempt to 
ſay, that as God he expired on the croſs, or 
was buried in the grave, as hinted by the Writer 
of the Addreſs mentioned. No! we believe as. 
God he ſupported his human nature (under) and 
* an efficacy upon all the ſufferings of the 

ſame. 
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fame. His blood hath an eternal value and dig- 
nity ! Let ſuch tremble who deſpiſe its efficacy. 

8. He is the Truth. John xiv, 6. The true 
God. 1 John v, 20. Said the Pfamiſt (xxxi,.5) 
Into thy hand I commit my ſpirit : for thou 
haſt redeemed me, O Lord God of truth. Said 
Stephen, Acts vii, 59, Lord Jeſus receive my 
fpirx, Fo whom can we better commit our 
ſpirits in dying feaſons, than to him who hath 
r-deemed them? Hence we ſhall ſhew that wor- 


hip hath been given, and is due, to the Lord 


Fefus, We have proved that Stephen worſhip- 
ped, becauſe it is faid, They ſtoned Stephen 
calling upon God, and ſaying, Lord Jefus re- 
ceive my fpirit. Beſide the Father hath ſaid, 
Let all the angels of God worfhip him, not only 
in heaven but on earth—incarnate. They ſang 
at his advent: when (Iſaiah ix, 6) that ancient 
prophecy was to be fulfilled. Unto us a fon is 
born, &c. the mighty God, &c. they informed 
men of the important intelligence. Unto you is 
born a Saviour, which is Chriſt the Lerd *. Luke 
ii, 11. Says Paul, 1 Tim. ni, 16, God was ma- 
nifeſt in the fleſh, juftified in the ſpirit, and ſeen 
of angels. So in Iſaiah vi, 3, The ſeraphims war- 
Kippel and ſaid, nau. wh holy, is the Lord * 


hoſts. 


£387 3 

hoſts. We have proved the Father's declaration of 
Jeſus. as his equa}, and Lord of hoſts, Zach. xiii, 
7. Iſaiah viii, 143 of courſe it implies the adora- 
tion of angels to Jeſus, and the ſpirit equally 
with the Father. John v, 23, Chriſt hath ſaid 
that all men ſhould honour the Son, ever as they 
honour the Father. Matt. viii, 2, The leper 
came and worſhipped, and ſaid, Lord, it thou 
wilt, thou canſt make me clean, Matt. viii, 5, 
The centurion prayed, ſaying, Lord, my ſervant 
is ſick. Says Jeſus, I will come and heal him. 
The centurion anſwered, Lord, I am not worthy 
that thou ſhouldſt come under my roof: ſpeak 
but the werd only, and my ſervant ſhall be 
healed. He believed Chriſt omnipotent and 
_ omnipreſent. Says Jeſus, I have not found ſo 
great faith, no not in Iſrael. If our Lord was 
to come in this day, he would not find much of 
this faith, though nevertheleſs he would find 
many who have not bowed to the Baal of carnal 
reaſon, the Arian and Socinian hereſy, Peter, 
in his ad epiſtle, chap. iii, 18, exhorts believers 
to grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our 
Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, to whom, ſays 
he, be glory, both now and for ever. Amen. 
x Cor. ii, 8, Chriſt is called the Lord of glory. 
Jude 25, already quoted, ſays, To the only wiſe 
God our Saviour, be glory, majeſty, dominion, 

and 
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and power, both now” and for ever. What! is 
this but divine adoration, worſhip, honor, and 
praiſe ? Rev. i, 8, Chtift ſays, I am He which 
was, Which is, and which is to come, the Al- 
mighty. Chap. iv, 8, 11, The ſpirits around 
the throne, cry, Holy, holy, holy, Lord God 
Almighty, which was, and is, and is to come. 
What was their employ ? To give glory, ho- 


nour, thanks, and worſhip : ſaying, Thod art 
worthy, O Lord, to receive glory, honout, and 


power: for thou haſt created all things, and 


for thy pleaſure they are and were created. John 


i, 2, All things were made y bim, and with- 
out him was not any thing made that was made. 
The equality of the Father and Son, in receiv- 
ing divine honours, is clear from Rev. vii, 10 
12. The church is taught to pray to him to 
the end of time, for his ſecond W Rev. 
xxii, 20. 

. His Juſtice and Holineſs are clear from 
Iſaiah xlv, 21. Heb. i, 8. Other Scriptures in 


| abundance might be brought to eſtabliſh the 


divinity of God our Saviour ; but the limits of 
ſo minute a publication will not admit them. 
If any ſhould ſay, the docttine, as to its full 
comprehenſion, is a myſtery ; ſo Paul fays, 1 
Tim, iii, 16, Great is the myſtery of godlineſs, 
God manifeſt in the fle ſh, &c.— Remember, 

Reader, 


192 ] 


Reader, it is written, Chriſt hath a name which 
no man can know but himſelf. Rev. xix, 12. 
We might - dwell a little on the miracles of 
Chriſt; the names given in the Old and New 
Teſtamant ; but the above quotations having 
eſtabliſhed the credibility of the fact, that Chriſt 
is divine: 

11. We proceed to ſelect a few Scriptures, to 
prove the Holy Ghoſt 

1. Is God, equal with the Father and the Son. 
In the 2 Tim, iii, 16, it is ſaid, A Scripture is 
given by inſpiration of God ; this is explained 
2 Peter i, 21, Holy men of old ſpake as they 
were moved by the Holy Ghoſt, Acts v, 3. 
Peter ſaid to Annanias, Why hath Satan filled 


thine heart to lie unto the Holy Ghoſt? Ver. 4, 


Thou haſt not lied unto men, but unto God. 
1 Cor. iii, 6, God gave the increaſe. 1 Theſ. i, 
3, The Word came in the pcwer of the Holy 
Ghoſt. He is called Lord, 1 Cor. xii, 5. The 
ſame word; ſays Parkhurſt, which anſwers to 
Jehovah of the Old Teſtament. 2 Cor. 1ii, 17, 
The Lord is that Spirit, and where the Spirit 
of the Lord is, there is liberty, 2 Theſ. iii, 5, 
The Lord direct your hearts into the Love of 
God, and a patient waiting for the coming of 
Chriſt: here is the Trinity plainly ſet forth. 


2 Blaſpheny and /n are ſaid to be committed againſt 
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the Holy Ghoſt, Matt. xii, gr. And all fin may 
be remitted but theſe. 'The inſults and indig- 
nities againſt the Divine Spirit, are not thoſe 
trivial ſins which /ome mes imagine. May they 
ſtand in awe of theſe offences; and fin no more, 
with the daring preſumption which hath hither- 
to marked their rebellion. Let it be obſerved, 
that blaſphemy implies fin againſt Cod; it is com- 
mitted againſt the Holy Ghoſt, W r * is 
God! 7 

2. I would obſerve, divine perfections are aſ- 


eribed to the Spirit. 


1. Omniſcience. 


1 Cor. ü, 10, The Spirit 


ſearcheth all things, even the deep things of 


God, Iſaiah xl, 13, 14, Who hath directed the 
Spirit of the Lord, inſtructed and taught him 
knowledge. 1 John 11, 20. | 

2, Omnipreſence. Pſalm cxxxix, TY Whither 
ſhall I flee from thy Spirit? For through bim, 
i. e. Chriſt, we have acceſs by one Spirit to the 
Father, Epheſ. ii, 18. This privilege & bim we 
have in all places and times, Rom. viii, 26, 27, 
The Spitit belpeth our infirmities—maketh (and 
this in all ſeaſons) interceſſion with groanings 
which cannot be uttered. 

3. Divine and almighty Power. Gen. i, 2, 
The Spirit of God moved upon the face of the 
waters. Job XXV1, 13, By his Spirit he hath 

8 garniſhed 


[ 29 ] 
garniſhed the heavens. Luke i, 35, The Holy 
Ghoſt ſhall come upon thee, and the power of 
the Higheſt ſhall overſhadow thee. Matt. i, 20. 
4. Truth. John xiv, 19-—Spirit of truth 
Shall guide you into all truth. The 1 A 
truth. 1 John v, 6. 

5. Goodneſs. The fruit of the Spirit, is wy 
gentleneſs, goodneſs, &c. Gal. v, 22, 

6. He is Immutable. Phil. i, 6. Having be- 
gun a good work, he will carry it on to the day 
of Chriſt; therefore he continues to inſtruct, lead, 
and guide his people till time ſhall . J ohn 
xiv, 17. Rom. viii, 14. 

7. He is Eternal. Heb. ix, 14. Who through 
the eternal Spirit, &c. 

8. That he is a Perſon, not a mere powerful 
energy, is plain, John xiv, 17, The world ſeek- 
eth bim not, neither knoweth him: ye know 
him, for he, &c. John xvi, 7, 8, I will ſend 
bim, i. e. the Spirit, the Comforter : and when 
he is come, he ſhall convince of fin. We 
read of the Spirit being vexed and grieved. Iſa. 
Ixiii, 10, They rebelled, and vexed his Holy 
Spirit. Epheſ. iv, 30, Grieve not the Holy 
Spirit, whereby you are ſealed to the day of re- 
demption. Scriptures have been brought to 
point out how he poſleſſes knowlege—reveals 
divine truth—convinces of ſin—enlightens the 
mund—carries on the work of grace—guides 
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and never lanves or. forſakes his people: all 
which prove he is @ divine perſon. 

9. This is clear, as divine worſhip is given to 
him. Baptiſm is in bis name, Matt. xxviii, 19. 
The appointment of miniſters, Acts xx, 28. 
Xiii, 2. And as they miniſtered to the Lord and 
faſted, the Hoh Ghoſt ſaid, Separate me Barnabas 


and Saul, for the work whereunto J have (ap- 


pointed or) called them! Acts viii, 29. The 
Spirit ſaid unto Philip, Go near and join thyſelf 
to the chariot. Acts x, 19, 20. The Spirit ſaid, 
Three men ſeek thee I have ſent them. So r 
Tim. iv, 1, Now the Spirit ſpeaketh expreſsly, 
that in the latter times ſome ſhall depart from 
the faith, giving heed to ſeducing ſpirits,” and 
doctrines of devils. Thus as a divine Perſon he 
appoints and calls his own Minifters, and declares 
to them the apoſtacy of ſuch, who, like Judas, 
betray the Saviour; and as ſeducers attend to 
doctrines of devils, in the rejection of truths 
plainly revealed. Who being wiſe above what 
is written, becauſe they cannot with frite under- 
ſtandings comprehend infinity; ſpurn at that 
which alone is for faith to embrace and depend 
upon!!! Solemn appeals are made to the Holy 
Ghoſt, Rom. ix, 1, I ſpeak the truth in Chriſt, 
I lie not, my conſcience bearing me-witneſs in 
the Holy Ghoſt, Worſhip and praiſe. + Iſaiah 
| | | Vi, 


L 2r ] 

vi, 3. Rev. i, 4. iv, 8, where angels and ſaints 
cry, Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of Hoſts; 
Which was, which is, and which is to come, the 
Lord God almighty. Surely here are divine ho- 
nours, or religious adorations. Holy is the Fa- 
ther, holy is the Son, and holy is the Divine 
Spirit Many other Scriptures might be brought 
to vindicate the doctrine eſtabliſhed in theſe 
pages, particularly the divinity and perſonality of 
the Holy Ghoſt; but we ſhall exceed our in- 
tended limitation. | 

111. Of the Trinity, in Unity! I would now 
call the Reader's attention in a brief ſelection 


of Scriptures, to prove à plurality of perſons 


in the Godhead. Gen. i, 26, Let us make 
man. Chap. iii, 22. xi, 7. xix, 24. Plalm cx, 
1. Theſe and ſome other texts which have been 


quoted, are well worthy peruſal again, in order 


to a full or eſtabliſhed belief of the Trinity: 
which men ſo horridly deride. Iſaiah vi, 3. xiii, 
13. xlviii, 16, 17, Now the Lord God and bis 
Spirit hath: ſent me. Thus ſaith the Lord thy 
Redeemer, the holy One of Iſrael; I am the Lord 
thy God. How: doth this exhibit, à pluralily of 
perſons ; and eſtabliſhes the divinity of Jeſus the 
Saviour! Hoſea i, 7, I will have mercy upon 
the houſe of Judah, and will /ave them by the 
Lord their God. Zach. ii, 10, 11, Iwill dwell 
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in the midſt of thee, ſaith the Lord and thou 
ſhalt know that the Lord of Hoſts hath ſent me 
unto thee. At the baptiſm of Jeſus, we behold 
with pleaſure the truth of the argument reſpect» 
ing the Trinity. The Son is clothed in human 
natute, baptized by John — the Father's voice is 
heard from heaven, Matt. iii, 19— The Spirit 
deſcends in the likeneſs of a dove. This was ſo 
clear a proof of a Trinity of perſons (ſays Dr, 
Gill) that the ancients uſed to ſay, Go to Jordan 
and there learn the doctrine of the Trinity. 


Matt. xxviii, 19, preſcribes a divine rule to bap- 


tize, In the name of the Father, of the Son, and 
of the Holy Ghoſt! Is not baptiſm (whether in- 
fant or adult) a ſolemn part of worſhip, by 
which we give up ourſelves and little ones to 
God? It is to be adminiſtered equally in the name 


of the one as well as the other. Theſe then are 


equally and truely God ! 2 Cor. xiii, 14, The 
Grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, the Love of 
God, and the Communion of the Holy Ghoſt, 
&c. proves the Trinity, a doctrine not of men, 
but of God. Compare this text with 2 Theſ. 
iii, 5, The Lord, that is, the Spirit, direct your 
hearts, into the love of God, i. e. the Father, 
and into the patient waiting for Chriſt, 1 John 
v, 7, There are three that bear record in heaven, 
the Father, the Jord, and the Spirit, and theſe 

three 


* . 
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three are ont. Says the learned Dr. Gill, This 
paſſage has been diſputed, but never diſproved; 
the knowledge and uſe of it may be traced up 
to the times of Tertullian, who lived within a 
hundred years or thereabouts of the writing of 
the Autograph itſelf, i. e. of the original writ- 
ing of the apoſtle John. But could it be diſ- 
proved, the doctrine is to be defended, without 
it, by the Scriptures cited. It is found in many 
copies, and out of the ſixteen ancient copies of 
Robert Stephens (a learned Grecian) nine of 
them had it in, It was referred to by Tercul- 
lian in the year 200; by Cyprian in 250; by 
Athanaſius in 330; by Jerome in the end of 
the fourth century z and by Fulgentius in the 
beginning of the ſixth century. Eraſmus, tho” 
he left it, out of the firſt edition of his tranſla- 
tion of the New Teſtament, yet he put it into 
another. See Gill in Loc. 

Thus I have thought fit to bear my teſtimony to 
truth, in a decking age, when error of every kind 
ſeem making awful and rapid ſtrides. If any 
one ſhall be gained from the path of error, and 
more eſtabliſhed in truth; my attempe and brief 
vindication will not be in vain; and I ſhall not 


regard the cenſure and reproach of men, who 


hold doctrines deſtructive in their nature, and 
fatal to the peace of the church of God. A due at- 
| " rention 
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tention to the Scriptures quoted, will prove Mr. 
Frend's Addreſs to be mere declamation and 
blaſphemy; as ſuch to be diſregarded, and the 
Author to be pitied, and prayed for, by all the 
diſciples of Feſus, who is God over all, bleſſed 
for ever; to whom, as the only wiſe God and 
Saviour; be glory and majeſty, dominion and 
power, both now and for ever. Amen. 


In addition to what hath been written on this 
ſubject; I would make a remark or two, upon 
Mr. Frend's reaſoning in page 3, where he ſays, 
© Jehovah is the name by which God made 
himſelf known to Moſes— Jehovah created the 
heavens—called Abraham, &c.” Let the Rea- 
der attend impartially, and compare three or 
four paſſages of divine truth; and the corrupt 
gloſs or egregious error and abſurdity of Mr. F. 
in the denial of Chriſt as being Jehovah, will 
evidently appear. Jchovah appeared to Moſes, 
Exod. iii, 4—6, and ſaid, I am the God of 
Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob. Draw not nigh 
hither : put off thy ſhoes from thy feet, for 
the place on which thou ſtandeſt is holy ground. 
Compare this with the appearance of Chriſt to 


Joſhua, chap. v, 13, 15. And Joſhua lifted up 


his eyes and looked, and behold there ſtood a 
man, over againſt him, with his ſword drawn in 


4 * 


NS his 


2 
His hand: and Joſhua went- and ſaid unto him, 
Art thou for us, or our adverſaries? What was 


the anſwer? As Captain of the hoſt of the Lord I 


am I now come. And Joſhua fell on his face 
and worſhipped ; and ſaid, What ſaith my Lord 
unto his ſervant? And the Captain of the Lord's 
hoſt ſaid unto him, Looſe thy ſhoe from off thy 
foot, for the place on which thou ſtandeſt is 
holy. And Joſhua did ſo. Who was this Cap- 
tain, but the ſame who appeared to Moſes? even 
Jehovah, Jeſus! who is called the Captain of 
Salvation, Heb. 11, 10, who having obtained 
ſalvation for his people, leads them ſafely ro 
the poſſeſſion of the heavenly world, and to the 
uninterrupted enjoyment of a crown of righte- 
ouſneſs. How doth Chriſt, ſpeaking to the 
Jews, confirm the truth of theſe texts : John 


viii, 24, If ye believe not bat Tam; ye ſhall 


% die in your ſins!” Ver. 58, © Verily, verily, 
«© (i. e. in truth, it is ſo) before Abraham was, 
« 1 am!” the very ſame who ſaid to Moſes, © 7 
« am that I am, who is no other than the liv- 
ing God, the Saviour of men. It is true, the 
Jews viewed this doctrine as blaſphemy (ver. 59) 
the ſame as Mr. F. only they were not ſo polite: 
they took up ſtones to caſt at him; but this 
gentleman only takes his pen to contraditt the 
Saviour, in his expreſs declaration, when he 
| Figs E ſays, 
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( 26 ] 
ſays, J and my Father are one I am he which 
* as, is, and is to come, the Almighty—the fr 
* and the laſt—the Creator, &c. If Moſes and 
Joſhua warſbipped Chriſt as Captain of the Lord's 
hoſt, and it is written, Thou ſhalt werſbip the 
* Lord thy God, and him only ſhalt thou wor- 
* ſhip or /erve—and let the angels of God wor- 


** /aip him”—the hoſts of heaven bow. before 
him, and give the higheſt aſcription of praile, 


as proved already, What mult we conclude 2 


We cannot but draw this inference, That Chriſt 
is egual with, his Father : coeſſential and eternal. 
* And as one obſerves, this has. been the faith 
<« of the beſt. of men in all ages,” take away 
this truth from the Sacred Syſtem, diſplayed in 
the volume of Revelation, and you deſtroy the 


foundation of the believer's happineſs, comfort, 


and peace! The ſubject of Chriſt's appearance 
in different periods to Adam—Noah—Abraham 
—Liaac—Jacob—Moſes—Joſhua—Gideon,&c. 
would admit of a copious diſplay. of progfs, re- 
ſpecting his being the Great Jebovah; but my 
limits forbid a full ſtatement at preſent, Does 
Mr. F. ſay, Jehoyah created the heavens? I 
have proved from Gen, i, 26—28. and John i i, 
1—3, that all things were created by Chriſt, and 
that be is Jebovabh. Says Ryland, in his Con- 
templations, ihe." Name Jebovab is aſcribed in 

« Scrip- 


( 27 ] 


& Seripture to Chriſt, above one hundred and 
« eighty times 3 and the name Gad, more than 
0 one hundred times. And - all divine perfections, 
te even the ſame as to the Father the works of 
* Creation Providence Redemption Rege- 
c netation - the Reſutrection of the Dead, and 
% Eternal Judgment, with above feventy acts of 
5+ divine worſhip are paid to him in Scripture.” 
Kuk10s, which anſwers to Jabovab, is in the 
“ writings of the Apoſtles, ſimply and abſo- 
6 lutely, aſcribed to Chrif,” ſaith Zanchie, 4 
* thouſand times. © Theſe things,” however 
plain, © are hid from the wile and prudent (ſays 
* the Great Redeemer, Matt. xi, 25) and re- 
£ yealed to babes,” or ſuch who with honeſt 
ſimplicity, are deſiring the fincere milk of the 
Word, that they may grow thereby. 1 Peter ii, 
2, While men, wiſe in their own conceit, and 
boaſting of their reaſon and common ſenſe, in 
oppoſition to revealed truth; ſcorn to receive 
what true faith delights to credit, and reſt upon, 
for time and eternity. We muſt ſay with Chriſt, 
Matt, xi, 26, even ſo, Father, for ſo it ſeemed 
good in thy ſight!!! The day is coming, when 

jt will be ſaid, not. only to Jeruſalem ſinners, 
put to the whole herd of ſcoffers, who rejected 


* Leigh's Critica Sacra, Parkhurſt, under Kupios. 
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# the divinity and atonement of Cbriſt: Hadſt thou 
9 known the things belonging to thy peace l but 
1 now they ate bid from thine eyes, Luke xix; 42. 
May we all pay a ſerious attention to the things 
5 of truth: ſo as not to be carried away with the 
3 vain reaſoning of men, who darken counſel by 

. words without knowledge. Were the miſts 
* | | of ignorance and darkneſs removed from the 
* minds of men, they could not but beamazedar, 
. * and enamoured with, Chriſt's divine and eternal 
4 *-excellencies,” for they are infinite and unſturcb. N 
8 able, Eph. iii, 8." I conclude'with the words 


of the poet, as the n of rf e my 
aich * n. * 8 J 


* 3 de » a : „ «4 


While Jews on their own vet —_ — 51 * 


-® 
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And Greeks of wiſdom! boaſt, W A 
I love the incarnate” myſtery, . * 4 
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